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SUB J : ECE - TIMBER COMMITTEE - CONSIDERATION OF SOVIET PROPOSAL 
FOR ALL-EUROPEAN CONGRESSES ON ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT 
AND ENERGY 

1 . QUESTION OF SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR ALL-EUROPEAN CONGRESSES 
ON ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT AND ENERGY RAISED AT OPENING 
SESSION OF ECE TIMBER COMMITTEE OCT. 18 IN CONNECTION 
WITH CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS ARISING OUT OF 3 1ST SESSION 
OF ECE. 

2. SOVIET DEL OPENED DEBATE BY REMINDING COMMITTEE OF 
PROPOSAL, WHOSE IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE HE SAID WAS 
SO OBVIOUS AS TO NEED NO FURTHER PROOF. SOV. DEL SAID 
COMMITTEE SHOULD TAKE PROPOSAL INTO ACCOUNT IN ITS PRACTICAL 
WORK AND SUGGESTED THAT CONGRESSES MIGHT CONSIDER FOLLOWING 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OF RELEVANCE TO TIMBER SECTOR: 

(A) ENVIRONMENT CONGRESS: 

TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF WAYS OF CUTTING 
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DOWN TIMBER; 
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IMPACT OF MODERN MACHINERY ON ENVIRONMENT; 

IMPACT OF FOREST FIRES ON ENVIRONMENT. 

(B) TRANSPORT CONGRESS: 

NEW AND NON-TRAD PHONAL MEANS OF TRANSPORT (E.G., 

BY WATER AND AIR); 

(C) ENERGY CONGRESS: 

USE OF WOOD RESIDUE AS FUEL. 

SOVIET DEL SAID HE WOULD COME BACK TO MATTER DURING 
DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEE'S WORK PROGRAM. 

3. SOVIET STATEMENT SUPPORTED BY GDR AND HUNGARY. WHICH 
SUGGESTED TAKING FINDINGS OF INTERLAKEN SEMINAR ON 
FORESTS AND ENVIRONMENT TO CONGRESS LEVEL. 

4. NETHERLANDS, SPEAKING FOR MEMBERS OF EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
(EC) MADE STATEMENT IDENTICAL TO THAT AT CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 
COMMITTEE MEETING OCT.6 TO EFFECT THAT FOLLOW-UP PROCEDURES 
RE SOVIET PROPOSAL SET FORTH BY COMMISSION IN DECISION B 
(XXXI) AND CONSIDERATION BY TIMBER COMMITTEE NOT CALLED 
FOR AT THIS TIME. ONCE AGAIN HE REFERRED TO IMPORTANCE 

OF IMPLEMENTATION OF CSCE FINAL ACT AND ALL 3 1ST SESSION 
RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS, ESPECIALLY RESOLUTION I (XXXI) 

AND DECISION D (XXXI). 

5. NETHERLANDS STATEMENT EVOKED QUESTION FROM SOVIET DEL 
AS TO WHAT HINDERED COMMITTEE FROM DISCUSSING QUESTION 
BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION. 

6. US RESPONDED WITH STATEMENT ALONG LINES STATE 210010, 
ADDING THAT ALL KNOW QUITE WELL THAT COMMISSION IN 
DRAWING TOPICS TO ATTENTION OF PRINCIPAL SUBSIDIARY 
BODIES (PSB'S) HAD INTENDED TO DO JUST THAT. US 

DEL ALSO REITERATED US INTENTION TO IMPLEMENT CSCE 
FINAL ACT AND ALL 3 1ST SESSION RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS 
AND AGAIN STRESSED IN THIS REGARD IMPORTANCE OF 
RESOLUTION I (XXXI) AND DECISION D(XXXI) WHICH CALLED 
FOR SPECIFIC ACTION BY PSB'S. US AND NETHERLANDS 
STATEMENTS SUPPORTED BY CANADA. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 08 171 191152Z 


7. USSR THEN ASKED OPINION OF SECRETARIAT ON MATTER. 

TIMBER DIVISION DIRECTOR (KALKKINEN) RESPONDED 

THAT NOTHING PREVENTED COMMITTEE FROM DISCUSSING WHAT 
IT WISHED, BUT NEITHER WAS IT INSTRUCTED TO DO SO. 

SOV. DEL ASKED THAT DIRECTOR'S REMARKS BE PLACED IN RECORD. 

8. WHILE SOVIET DEL SUCCEEDED IN GETTING LAST WORD, 
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HIS HEAVY-HANDED WAY OF PUTTING SECRETARIAT ON SPOT WAS NOT 
LIKELY TO WIN SUPPORT FOR SOVIET INITIATIVE. FINNS ARE 
REPORTED TO HAVE ADVISED SOVIETS TO "COOL IT" AND NOT BRING 
MATTER UP AGAIN DURING DISCUSSION OF WORK PROGRAM. IN 
ANY EVENT, ANOTHER GO AROUND SEEMS INEVITABLE DURING 
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE'S FINAL REPORT.CATTO 
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